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J Ajnendments to the claims pursu ant to 37 C J .R. Sl«121(c): 

i 

COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 

Claims 1-10 (Canceled). [ 

* 
i 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A process for thermal splicing optical fibers comprising: 
directing a laser beam to an impingement point on the optical fiber?; and 

moving the laser beam according to a frequency such that a position of the impingement 
point is periodically moved in the longitudinal direction of the optical fibers in a predetermined 
area around a splicing point of the optical fibers; 

wherein the frequency of the movement of the laser is such that the duration of one period 
of the position of the impingement point is shorter than the thermal time constant of the optical 
fibers, and wherein the speed of the movement of the impingement point is changed for 
modulation of the movement of the impingement point with a predetermined frequency of the 
movement of the laser beam. 

12. (Previously presented) A process according to claim 1 1, wherein the movement of the 
impingement point and the intensity of the laser beam are modulated to provide an optimized 
output profile onto the optical fibers. | 

13. (Canceled). j 

14. (Previously presented) A process according to claim 12, wherein the output of a laser is 
changed for the modulation of the intensity of the laser beam. i 

i 

15. (Previously presented) A process according to clairal2, wherein tl*e modulation of the 
intensity of the laser beam is synchronized with the modulation of the movement of the 
impingement point 

i 
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1 6. (Currently amended) A device for thermal splicing of optical fibers] with a laser, the 

device comprising: | 
at least one lens for focusing at least one laser beam from the laser; 
at least one optical component for directing the at least one laser beam onto the optical 

fibers to be spliced; and 

a driver unit associated with the at least one optical component sucl^ that a position of an 
impingement point of the laser beam onto the optical fibers to be spliced isimoved periodically in 
the longitudinal direction of the optical fibers, wherein the laser has an associated laser control 
unit, in which the intensity of the laser beam m is modulated in conjunction with the movement 
of the optical component. 

17. (Previously presented) A device according to claiml6, further coniprising a driver 
control unit for controlling the driver unit associated with the optical component to manipulate 
the speed of the movement of the impingement point, j 

18. (Canceled), ■ 

i 

19. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 17, wherein the driver control unit 

t 

and the laser control unit are connected to a central control unit 

i 
! 



Page 3 of 8 

PAGE 5/12 * RCVD AT 9/25/2006 1:48:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 3 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 82890 1 5206 * DURATION (mni"SS):03»50 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



